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PRESIDENT’S COMMISSION ON HOLOCAUST ASSETS 


“LOOTED BOOKS” 
by 


Greg Murphy 


The Library of Congress initially became involved with the acquisition of books in Europe during World War II. 
There were large book orders [including some already paid for](1) from Germany by various American libraries 
that came to a screeching halt following (he outbreak of the war, Library of Congress employee, Manuel 

Sanchez, with State and War Department support(2), was sent abroad in April 1943.to traverse war-torn Europe in 


order to procure books for the American libraries(3), including government libraries.(4) 


Upon Germany’s defeat in 1945, ihe major Allied powers (United Slates, Soviet Union, Great Britain, and France) 
occupied four seperaié Reons of their agueied foe. Books that had bees looted from various libraries and 
private owners within Germany and in Nazi-occupied countries were soon discovered. Since so many were found 
around Frankfurt in the American Zone, the U.S. Army resided io sel up a eoltection point there‘at the Rothschild 
Library. The Library of Congress, as the national library of the United States, was designated by the War 
Department(s) {o represent all American libraries in fielding a mission to sort, process, and ultimately, ship many 
of the books, estimated to be about 3 inillion, to America. The Library of Congress was attached to the G-2 
{Intelligence} section of the U.S. Army and would attract any OSS and military intelligence types, as well as | 
leading librarians, these roles not being mutually exclusive. The Library began to work hand-in-hand with the 
American Military Government in both Germany and Austria to aid in the collection and storing of these books. 
In return, according to Reuben Peiss, “the Mission has aided the military aulliseties in screening captured 
documents, has advised on the disposition of records, and has turned over to Military Government many thousands 
of books looted by the Nazis for resttuiitéa to the countries from which they ere In September 1945, the 
ULS. Military Government in Germany [OMGUS], developed restitution policies and procedures for various 
categories of property, including books, that were looled from occupied areas by the Germans. The policy allowed 
the Allied govérnments and formerly-occupied European nations aiaonestves to act on behalf of their injured, 


(1) 


\* 


property-owning citizens, stating that restitution during the interim period will be made only ona 


country-to-country basis.(7) 


But even this policy was misunderstood by various U.S. Army officers in the field. Instead of bringing all 
collected, looted books to a collection point, books in Russian (Jewish-owned or not) were often simply handed 
over to the Soviets, other books found their way to the black market; while others were even turned back over to the 
German libraries which were “neither legally nor morally entitled to claim any of these books.”(8) Even Jewish 
books found in the Sturmer Verlag were given to the Nurnberg City Library “as a possession and not as a trust, and 
the Library is therefore free to do with them what it pleases.”(9) The approximately 5,000 books eventually wound 
up with Professor Koppel S. Pinson of the American Joint Distribution Committee [AJDC] who then turned over 


the identifiable portion to the Military Government’s Office in Nurnberg and the rest to the Offenbach Archival 


Depot.(10) 


The Library of Congress, meanwhile, had its own book policy. In a September 28, 1945 memo, Reuben Peiss | 
Sutlined the LC Mission’s interests in Europe: “in general we desire three copies of all books, pamphlets, maps, 
sheet music, periodicals, and newspapers published in Genniing in the years 1933-45. For printed materials of 
obvious scientific or historical importance the beginning date might well be pushed back a year or two; and for 
materials of Nazi inspiration (party or political propaganda, standard histories of the Nazi movement, especially if 
written from a Nazi point of view, works by prominent leaders of the Nazi party, etc.) the date may be pushed back 
as far as 1933, or even earlier if the particular case warrants it.”(11) Peiss also indicated special interest in 
scientific; legal; statistical; official: and semi-official publications. Of these up to 50 copies each should be 


obtained.(12) 


According to Peiss, the LC “laid down the policy that the Mission was not to remove publications belonging to 

legitimate cultural institutions and further that, if any came into the hands.of the Mission or the Library itself, they 

were to be set aside for restitution.”(13) The initial mission of the Library of Congress had three main objectives: 
1) “locating, securing, and forwarding stored materials ordered by American libraries before the outbreak 


of war and being held by German dealers” [“over $250,000 worth of publications being held for 
American libraries” located by May 1946]; 


(2) 


2) “helping to screen captured documents and advising which would be useful to American research or to 
Army or other agencies in the Theater”; [“the Mission has helped to screen several million 
volumes, of which several hundred thousand have been turned over for research library use and 
are en route to the United States or have already arrived....Furthermore, many thousands of Nazi 
volumes have been acquired through the cooperation of Information Control from impounded 
stocks (hat would othenvise have been pulped.”] 
3) “purchasing wartime imprints and current publications.”(14) 
Ina January 15, 1946 letter, Dr. Evans blandly stated that the object of the LC Mission was “primarily to help in 
connection with the shipment of books for the Library of Congress and other departments of the United States.” 
(15) But by April 1946, the Library was “engaged in obtaining as complete as possible a documentation of 
German publishing during the war years and subsequent to the armistice.”(16) As part of the U.S. policy of 
de-Nazification, the U.S. Army, encompassing the LC Mission, on May 13, 1946, affixed its signature to Allied 
Control Authority No. 4, the Confiscation of Literature and Materials of a Nazi and Militarist Nature.(17) These 
confiscated items, once found, would be turned over from G-2 to the Library of Congress Mission.(18) Of course, 
what books and publications thal were of a “Nazi and militaristic nature” was open to interpretation. And 
by June 1946, “semi-mililary” items; materials of “organizations associated” with the Nazi party; “libraries of 
industries forbidden to function in the future” were eligible for removal from Germany to the United States; as well 
as the original book purchase plan.(19) Also targeted by LC Mission Chief Reuben Peiss were collections “(a) vital 
to military research; (b) useful for general research: (c) potentially dangerous if lefi behind.”(20) These collections 
included: 
Deutsches Auslands-Institut 
NS Lehrer-Bund [maicrials after 1933] 
Deutsche Arbeitsfront 
Ordensburg Sonthofen [NS Fuehrerschulén] 
Hauptarchiv der NSDAP 
Rehse Sammlung 
Weltkriegsbuecherei 
Asa result of this policy, Adolf Hitler's collection of over 3,383 items, along with Heinrich Himmier’s library of 
800-1,000 volumes, “mostly of Nazi content or tendency,”(21) among other German collections was sorted and 
shipped to the Library of Congress. Some of these materials, such as patent and labor union records had to be 
returned to Germany because they were wrongfully confiscated.(22) In all, during the Mission’s life span, which 


‘ended in 1947, 270,100 confiscated books were shipped.to the United States, in addition to speech recordings, 


(G3) 


posters, exchange materials, and newspapers.(23) 


A February |4, 1946 memo from LC Mission Headquarters in Berlin to Peiss states that “approximately 50,000 
titles (collected since the November shipment) and including many special groupings (freemasonry, ritual manuals, 
Jewish literature - on at by Jews, political pamphlets, etc.) were ready for shipment.”(24) What about these 
books? Were restitution policies followed? Were they identifiable [traceable to an owner or institution]? Did they 
get shipped to the Offenbach Depot which would open a month later? Since there were 12 shipments from 
Germany to the Library of Congress in that one-month time sai it is not likely. These books need to be 


accounted for. 


Following the war, looted Jewish books were to be collected at the Rothschild Library at Frankfurt, close to the 
Institut der NSDAP zur Erforschung der Judenfrage, the Nazi Institute for the Exploration of the Jewish Guesian 
whose collections were looted from Jews within Germany, Denmark, Holland, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Norway, 
and Ukraine(25) by the infamous Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg rERRI, By 1946, 2.3 million volumes of 
books had been assembled at Rotschild.(26) At that point, a decision was made to transfer them to a larger space 
in Offenbach which became known as the Offenbach Archival Depot. An estimated 85% of the unidentifiable 
books were Jewish-related.(27) Once ihigie: Books were to be processed and returned to their rightful owners 
whenever possible. Because so many pre-war Jewish institutions were no longer in existence and many of the 
owners had been murdered, the question arose as (6 what to do with all the stolen Jewish ats Eat in the 
Hitler regime, the Nazis had engaged in the burning or pulping of Jewish books, although some were sold on the 
black market.(28) However, under Alfred Rosenberg, who set up, under Hitler’s authorization in January 1940, 
the ERR, the Nazis endeavored to collect and store Jewish materials for future anthropological study. Rosenberg 
had actually sudenanen the confiscation program in Sudetenland during its annexation in 1938 and, ironically, 
had it written into the directives for Kristallnacht that November. Thus, while synagogues were burning in flames, 
books were removed by the arsonists for safekeeping.(29) Some of the less valuable Jewish books [post-1800 books 
in Hebrew or Yiddish], though, would continue to _ burned or pulped. Torah scrolls were often used in leather 


products.(30) 
(4) 


The Offenbach Archival Depot was opened at the old 1.G. Farben complex on March 2, 1946(31) to be the central 
repository of Jewish cultural property in the U.S. Zone, to sort and eventually, distribute books, manuscripts, 

and other publications to as many rightful owners as possible. The “first shipment” from Offenbach of 4,712 
books(32) confiscated from the Institut Der NSDAP Zur Erforschung Der Judenfrage were delivered to 

the Library of Congress Mission on March 21, 1946(33) for transport to Washington. Although this collection 
contained looted books from occupied Europe, as well as Germany, Reuben Peiss and David Clift insisted that 
these items were not reioved from Nazi-occupied countries, only Germany, and “hence were not subject to 
restitution.”(34) Other identifiable Jewish books were shipped to their country of origin, the first delivery going to 
Holland on March 25, 1946.(35) Notice that this process began two months before Order No. 4 was publicly 


issued. 


The Library of Congress would continue to receive books from the “legitimately acquired”(36) nucleus library of 
the Institut der NSDAP zur Erforschung der Judenfrage stored.at Offenbach: 

March 22, 1946 - 1,500 books 

March 25, 1946 - 770 books 

March 26, 1946 - 1,955 books 

April 1, 1946 - 2,118 books 

April 4, 1946 - 992 books 

April 10, 1946 - 1.771 books 

April 17, 1946 - 1,234 books 

May 22. 1946 - 2,020 books 

May 31, 1946 - 915 books 

September 3, 1946 - 953 books and 376 brochures 
Were all of these books that were shipped to the Library of Congress from the Erforschung Der Jedenfrage 
collection? David Clift? Deputy Chief of the Library of Congress Mission, had estimated in March 1946 that the 
Erforschung Der Judenfrage materials contained only 8,000 books.(37) Reuben Peiss noted that “Library of 
Congress representatives, especially Dr. Zuckerman in Berlin, found thousands of Jewish volumes, sometimes in 
precarious housing, salvaged them, and shipped them to Offenbach.” (38) Where did these books go? Then 
there is the controversy over the number of books actually shipped from Offenbach to the Library of Congress. 
According to the Offenbach Archival-Depot and Leslie Poste, the final shipment of books [September 1946] to the 


Library of Congress brought their total to 20,329 [19,953 books and 376 brochures].(39) But how was this figure 
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arrived at when OAD’s own monthly reports and the LC’s receipts total 19,316 books and brochures? But the 
1,013 book difference has not been explained. To sow even more confusion, the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, 
Inc. [JCR] later deposited Jewish-related books to the Library of Congress following their distribution agreement 


with OMGUS in 1949. 


A confidential source within the Library of Congress states that someone in the Hebraic Section informed that the 
Hebraic Section informed him that the Hebraic Section holds many pre-1500 A.D. books in Hebrew and Yiddish 
within a vault [actually a caged holding area] and that at least some hold an Offenbach Archives Stamp. Asked 
why the LC has not publicized this matter, the employee noted that Section Chief Dr. Michael Grunberger wants to 
“protect the collection.” Obviuously, any pre- 1500 books, basis of their value, would be identifiable and 


therefore, reslilulable. The vault needs to be inspected. 


Grunberger has said that he has “seen a stamp from the OAD on some title pages of books”(40) in the Library’s 
Hebraic division. However, he added “to the best of my knowledge there’s no way of knowing”(41) how many of 
the books that the Library acquired through the Offenbach Depot were in Hebrew and, therefore, segregated into 
the Hebraic collection. As for the Library’s later acquistion of books from Jewish Cultura! Reconstruction, Inc. 
‘{JCR], Grunberger states that he did not “believe item level lists were prepared by the JCR and I haven’t come 


across them here.” (42) 


Once the books were shipped from Offenbach to the LC Mission in Frankfurt, they were transported across the 
Atlantic by G-2 to Fort Ritchie, Maryland. From there, they made their way to the Library of Congress in 
Washington. Unfortunately, the Library broke up the collections by integrating the Hebrew/Yiddish portion within 


its Hebraic Section, while scattering the rest throughout its general collection holdings. 


What is known, however, is that the eventual disposition of Jewish books was a thorny problem. There were about 
a half-million unidentifiable books that had been looted by the Nazis - their ownership could not be detected. Even 
with the half-million identifiables there were a myriad of problems: most of the owners were now dead. Also, 


OMGUS was growing weary of storing the books that awaited a restitution policy. In the wake of Zionist fever that 
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swept through inuch of post-Holocaust world Jewry, Dr. Judah L. Magnes, President of Hebrew University, pressed 
hard for the looted Jewish materials (o be sent to the school in Jerusalem, the historical capital of Judaism. Dr. 
Theodore Gaster, Chief of the LC’s Hebraic Section had proposed in late 1945, the transfer of the Jewish books to 
come to the Library of Congress(43), since so many Jews were now living in the United States and because the 
“Hebrew University Library, however it may choose to define itself, is not, in fact, the national library of the Jews, 
since there is no such thing as a Jewish state in Palestine. It is merely a Palestinian Jewish institution, no whit 

. different from any corresponding institution here |e.g. the Jewish Theological Seminary, the Hebrew Union 
college,....ete.|"(44) Gaster, apparently at first, had an ally in Librarian of Congress Evans in obtaining for the 
LC the unidentifiable Jewish books held at Offenbach.(45) However, by June 3, 1946, Evans informed the 
-MFA&A’s Paul Vanderbilt that “the time is not right” ise the LC “to interpose its services for the distribution of 
the “unidentifiable residue’ of this material because there is no possibility that the material may be evacuated before 
all the restitution has taken place.” (46) As a result, the Library’s Acquisitions Director, Verner Clapp, who had 
also earlier expressed an interest in oblaining non-identifiable Jewish books,(47) directed the LC Mission 

not to touch the Jewish books in Offenbach. (48) Therefore: it was Library of Congress policy to acquire looted 


Jewish books only if they were part of an official Nazi library collection, not if they were residue. 


The Library of Congress did aired upon a request from the State Department, to assist the Yiddish Scientific 

Institute [YIVO], formerly based in pre-war Lithuania, now located in New York, in transporting over 79,000 of 
what was considered to be their restitutable items from Offenbach in 1947.(49) It is interesting to note that much 
of YIVO's Lithuanian collection was sent during the war to the Erforschung der Judenfrage in Frankfurt,(50) the 


same institute from which the Library of Congress received many of their books through the Offenbach Depot. 


The State Department was also interested in the portion of Rosenberg’s collection still held at Offenbach. In an 
August 1948 Department of the Army telegram, il-was stated that State was “very anxious obtain for exploitation 
in US books on Eastern Europe” from lists compiled by Russian emigre, Dr. Boris Nicolaevsky(51) of Columbia 
University. To its credit, the Army decided not to make a decision concerning these books until their restitution 


status was known.(52) No documentation has been found as to what their final disposition was, What is known, 
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however, is that Nicolaevsky, seven months previously, was accused by OAD Director Joseph Horne of “removing 
Ex-Libris from certain Russian language materials which he was permitted [at the request of G-2] to examine.”(53) 
The day after Offenbach Archival Depot opened in March 1946, Professor Koppel S. Pinson of Queens College ne 
the AJDC liaison to Offenbach, received |,400 books of a planned 25,000 book loan from the OAD(54) for 
distribution to Jewish refugees in German Displaced Persons’ camps. The AJDC, through Judge Simon Rifkind, 
an advisor to General ines Clay, had been pressing the U.S. Army since 1945 to borrow these books.(55) 
However, they were frustrated by the military’s Museum, Fine Arts & Archives personnel who feared the loan, 
which included identifiable books, would complicate restitution matters.(56) Which is what, in fact happened after 
General Clay overruled his staff.(57) Pinson’s desire to select books of identifiable ownership led to OMGUS 
Technical Advisor Paul Vanderbilt’s insistence that Captain §.J. Pomrenze supervise Screanite measures at 
Offenbach before distribution to AJDC,(58) a recommendation that General Clay Sareea) AJDC’s receipt of — 
the books bound them “either (o return the....1lems loaned to said organization upon the authority authorizing the 
loan or fs reimburse any possible claimants against the Government of the United States from the funds available 
to the AJDC.”(60) By the time of his departure from Germany in August 1946, Pinson had withdrawn 19,447 
books from Offenbach.(61) Only a fraction of these were ever returned, however. It seems that through 
manipulating paperwork at AJDC, Pinson was able to stock his own private library in the U.S. sith “perhaps 5,000 
books,” according to his successor, Lucy Schildkret.(62) [It is interesting to note that in recommeding Pinson for a 
job, Pomrenze stated thal the professor was “very ‘ae interested in the fate of this unique conglomeration” (63) of 
Jewish books.] Dr. Ernst Grumimach, a German-Jewish librarian working at the OAD, claimed that “books were 
sold and given away wholesale in the early days. Rabbi Newhaus is known to have at least 1,000 volumes.”(64) 
Still, Rabbi Philip Bernstein, the Advisor on Jewish Affairs to Lucius Clay, pressed the general to release the 5,000 
book balance another 25,000 books, claiming despite contractual obligations, “it was inevitable that many of these 
books would be lost, carried away, and worn oul.”(65) Richard Howard, Chief of the Museum, Fine Arts & 
Archives Section of OMGUS, responded in an internal memo that the AJDC was “not only an unbusinesslike, but 
also a thoroughly unreliable organization which is incapable either of understanding or fulfilling its: 


obligations.(66) Fueled by the Adjutant General’s suspicions of illegal activities, Howard also called for an 
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investigation of AJDC by the Inspector General.(67) The 5,000 book balance instead was loaned to the 


newly-organized Board of Education and Culture for Liberated Jews of Germany.(68) 


From August 1946 until February 1947, when Schildkret arrived as the representative at Offenbach, there was no 
AJDC official at the depot.(69) However, that situation did not deter a chaplain, Captain Herbert Friedman, a 
personal assistant to Rabbi Bernstein, from signing out, in Pinson’s name, 1,100 valuable, identifiable items from 
| the Torah Room at OAD and sending them off to Hebrew University in Palestine in December 1946.(70) The 
officer in charge of Offenbach at that time, Captain Isaac Bencowitz, Pomrenze’s ieee was rumored to be 
involved in black-imarket activities concerning cigarettes,(71) and previously accused of consorting with a 
suspicious Character who carried an “extraordinarily bulky” briefcase and preferred to exit the premises at 
Offenbach by climbing the wall rather than going through the main gate.(72) Bencowitz had nae from 
Paletine three days earlier,(73) approved the Torah Room transaction.(74) The “illegal removal"(75) occurred on 
the same day that Bencowitz, Bernstein, and Friedman conferred on an “Inspection of the OAD.”(76) The Torah 
Room was not inspected again until January 21, 1947, ten days following Bencowitz’s departure for the U.S. when 
a “discrepancy in the inventory of the manuscripts” was noted.(77) When questioned about the matter, Chaplain 
Friedman at first denied the charge, then admitted he had signed the receipt in Pinson’s name.(78) Upon 
discovery of the spite OMGUS, on May 2, 1947, ordered the university to return the books, which contained 
resitutable material of Russian, Italian, and Austrian ownership. Yet, within four days, perhaps under orders from 
General Clay, OMGUS softened ils stance and agreed “to leave the books and material at the University until their 
final disposition has been determined.*(79) It is not known at this time whether any of the restitutable works ever 


left Jerusalem. 


An interesting footnote to the affair is that it was anonymously stated that Bencowilz disliked Dr. Sholem, the one 
who sorted the valuable materials in Offenbach’s Torah Room, until the Captain returned from Palestine on 
December 27, remarking to his secretary, Miss Hirschfield, “that he had been very much mistaken” about Dr. 


Sholem.(80) Both Bencowitz and Friedman were admonished by the Inspector General of the Army.(81) 


One of the motivating factors in the removal was the issue of security. Max Weinreich, Y1VO’s Research Director, 
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wrote Professor Jerome Michacl of the JCR on December 6, 1946, that with Bencowitz absent, “there is no 
American on the spot who is watching the materials. This is very bad since the restitution officers from Poland 
and Russia are around the place.... lt would be a calamity beyond repair if the treasures collected at the Offenbach 
Depot by the Army with so much vision and effort were al this late hour to be pilfered-or to fall into hands where 
they by no means belong.”(82) Seymour Pomrenze had also been concerned about conditions at Offenbach 


security, complaining that a thousand Jewish. Torahs “were miserably neglected.”(83) Then there was also the 


problem of “looting and destruction by Germans [very little]; US troops [some]; and DPs [more].”(84) 


The Library of Congress Mission had its share of personnel problems. Although the the project existed only two 
years [1945-47], not onc staff member was there from beginning to end. In September 1945, the Library 
dispatched Max Loeb, detailed from the Interdepartmental Committee for the Acquisition of Foreign Publications 
([DC] - OSS Mission for Germany, to travel throughout Germany and Austria “to inspect libraries of Nazi 
Organizations, Government agencies and persons of high rank in the NSDAP.”(85) Loeb, a European immigrant 
to the United States and a book dealer by profession, was especially agressive in his work for the Library. He 
targeted for acquisition by the Library of Congress not only Nazi materials, such as works from the Nazi library of 
Education, but private tibraries filled with looted books, including material on Judaism, original Wagner musical 
scores, and the Library of the Office. Chief of Counsel for the Prosecution of Axis Criminality {Nuernberg}for 
shipment lo the Library.(86) His investigatory trip also took him to the valuable collection of Hans Reich, a book 
dealer from Berlin. It was a collection that Loeb coveted so much ihat he sent an anonymous telegram to the U.S. 
Counter Intelligence Corps, falsely accusing Reich of being an SS man in hiding.(87) The OSS then ordered 
Loeb’s boss, Reuben Peiss, the Chicf of the Library of Congress Mission, to confiscate Reich’s materials from his 
book store. Following Reich’s protests, Peiss discovered the scam, calling it “one of Loeb’s brainstorms... This is 
thoroughly shoddy business.”(88) Peiss suggested to his superiors that they get a bill from Reich and pay him for 
the loss adding, “this whole deal was badly done and that the fault is ours.”(89) But, apparently, the bill was never 
paid. Reich attempted to collect “Occupation damages” in 1950, but needed proof of his dealings with Loeb.(90) 
The Library of Congress informed Reich that Loch was now dead and that they were “unable to furnish you with 
the information you request.”(91) Reich then pressed the Office of the United States High Commissioner for 
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Germany [HICOG], who in turn queried the Library of Congress as to whether Reich’s books were now at the 
Library. Chief Assistant Librarian, Verner W. Clapp replied that Lieutenant Loeb was detailed to the Library of 
Congress Mission staff from the Strategic Services Unit of the U.S. Army “during the period December 1, 1945 to 
May 1, 1946. The alleged negotiations with Mr. Reich - in September 1945 - would appear to antedate his service 
with the Library of Congress Mission.”(92) This statement appears to be a falsehood as it is clear from the 
Library’s own files that Loeb was working for it when he undertook his investigation in September 1945! It is 
interesting to note that in its annual report for 1946, the Library of Congress, already aware of Loeb’s problems, 
also states that his service with the Library began on December 1, 1945.(93) Yet, Reuben Peiss writes that, 
beginning in September, “IDC very kindly enabled Lt. Locb to devote the major part of his time to the Library of 
Congress Mission.”"(94) The documentation for Sepieinber shows that Loeb reported directly to LCM Chief Peiss 
and no longer used the OSS desi gnation in his correspondence. Also, Don Travis of the Library of Congress refers 
to Loeb’s employment by the LC Mission during October 1945.(95) A possible explanation that Loeb was not paid 
directly by the Libeiey of Congress until Deccite: 1945 does not hold water since Peiss refers to Loeb’s transfer 
“from the OSS payroll és that of the Library of Congress” in September 1945.(96) The evidence is clear that Loeb 
began working for Peiss and the Mission in Sepleinbek of that year. This did not matter to the Library. A further 
Library of Congress investigation in 1953 stated that only 20 of the 70 items Reich listed was in the Library’s 


general collection and that only one of those was procured by the LC Mission.(97) 


The Reich matter was closed as far r the Library was concerned. But where did the books go? Probably to Loeb’s 
book store in New York. {1 turns out that Loeb had also authorized numerous shipments of books from Europe to 

_ his store on Madison Avenue. Loeb had purchased these books with U.S. Government money for the 

Library of Congress. This operation continued even upon Loeb’s discharge in sity 1946 another source of 
controversy. Loeb was turned down for a requested clischarge in late 1945;(98) opened his bookstore in New 

York by March (946; but was still accredited to the LC Mission until May I, 1946.(99) Peiss discovered Locb’s 
transactions in June 1946, but allowed the cases of books to be shipped to the boaletote “without further inquiry as 
to what is in the packages,” along with a warning “to a good friend” that such activities were specifically 
prohibited and “inexcuseable.”(100) Peiss’ successor, Mortimer Taube, had no such qualms, personally stopping 
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iwo cases. of books from being diverted to New York.(101) Taube, wrote Loeb in New York, stating that “I 
understa nd that during your work for the Mission you sent several similar. packages home and that some packages 
have already been mailed to you subsequent to your departure from Frankfort. | have examined the material in the 
packages and the fact that they contain titles in multiple copies seems to indicate that they were intended for resale 
in the United States. The unlicensed resale in the United States of material purchased in Germany by an officer of 
the United States Government is manifestly illegal and the Library of Congress cannot become party to Sach an 
enterprise.”(102) Taube also wrote Clapp, explaining his subsequent decision not to refer the matter to the Army 
Inspector General, stating that “the resulling publicity....might prove temporarily embarrassing to the Mission, 
although I do believe that the Mission’s skirts are completely clean. Members of the Mission, as you know, have 
bought articles for themselves at advantageous prices. but Loeb is the only one who isa his official position to 
further his own private business. My first thought in the matter was to take over the Boks: add them to our stock, 
and say no more about it, but this would have meant that the Library.of Congress Mission would benefit by Loeb’s 
shady transactions, and 1 do not want that to happen.*(103) Someone must have changed their mind. The books 
were shipped to the Library of Congress, many within a month. None that were looked at by the author appeared 


to be identifiable, although the Library has re-bound some of them. 


It is also interesting to note that while Taube did not ask the Army Inspector General to investigate, Clapp - 


did.(104) Apparently, however, not much became of the matter as the [G office merely acknowledged the note. 


Before his nefarious activities were discovered by Taube in November 1946, Loeb even had enough chutzpah to try 
and sell some of the books back to the Library of Congress! He wrote Acquistions Director Clapp a letter offering 
a list of books for sale to the Library. It is not known what action Clapp took, although he was certainly 


non-committal in his replies.( 103) 


2 


Loeb also added to his stock by acquiring a large cache of books from Austria on credil sometime in 1946, shortly 
afier resigning from the the Library and U.S. Army, The Austrians trusted him pecaingé of his previous business 
dealings while a member of the LC Mission.(106) He failed to pay this bill. The Austrians wrote to the Library of 
Congress, but Dan Lacy, Assistant Director of Acquisitions, said the Library was not involved in the dispute.(107) 
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Even among his LC Mission colleagues, Loeb carried a reputation as a cheat. This is shown, not only by Peiss’ 
correspondence, but by a David Clift letter which dryly remarks after seeing one of expense reports, that “not all 
the items are defensible.”(108) This particular report also contained.a Loeb request that he paid in dollars, not the 


local currency, as was decreed by military regulations. 


Taube had his hands full with arrogant Library of Congress Mission members, such as Janet Emerson, as well as 
Jacob Zuckerinan and his wife, Elfride. These staff members, according to Taube, liked to take extended 

personal leave and yet expect their usual governmental per diems when engaged in personal business or travel! 

By Taube’s account, Emerson, a secretary, wrote herself duty orders to spend ten days in Switzerland. Apparently 
she fell “entitled to the trip” because other members of the Mission such as Harriet Bing, David Clift, and the 
Zuckermans “* got away with it.”"(109) The LC Mission Chief said Emerson “apparently thinks she’s ‘King (or 
maybe Queen) Shit.... One might stand her bad manners if she were a good secretary which she certainly is 
not.”(110) One of Emerson’s failings as a ae that she did not change typewriter ribbons because she 
“thought it such a bother.” (1 | 1) These travel junkets were done at War Department expense as the Mission 

fell under the aegis of the Army.(112) The LC Mission Chief had feared the War Department “will wake up” 

and submit the Mission a bill for food. travel, and lodging.(113) Taube also feared that he would be called upon 

to explain Mrs. Zuckerman’s trip to Paris at War Department expense. “As I see it,” he noted, “part of my job is to 
see to it that the question is never raised.”(114) Meanwhile, her husband, a “smooth operator” asked to be paid 

his full per diem for personal trips to Paris and London and for “return of retirement deductions for himself and his 
wife.”(115) Taube planned to “make him tell me what he and Mrs. Z did in Paris and London and if I don’t like 
the story Il call it annual leave... “God damn it - he can screw the Army and Unesco or anybody else but he’ll 


never boast about screwing LC.”(116) 


Taube also complained about the failure of the Mission to keep leave records: everybody put in their 40 hours each 
week whether they were vacationing or not!(117) This way, the staff members accrued their vacation time and 


asked to be paid in full when they left the project. Even Emerson complained of the egos involved!(118) 


Taube, saved his greatest scorn for members of the Hoover Library of War and Peace personnel who were, in 
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theory at least, working for the LC Mission. Taube’s principal target was Louis P. Lochner. “Lochner’s monkey 
business,” deeerding to Taube, involved the purchase of materials for Stanford University and he tried to have 
them shipped with LC items(119) and “although segregated, was not mentioned on the invoices, in effect,” 
performing “a criminal act in exporting material purchased for Reichsmarks and the Library of Congress was to be 
used as the cover for the operation.”(120) Taube also reported Lochner to G-2 for the “unauthorized removal of 
intelli panes materials from the field."(121) G-2, in turn, cabled the War Department which greeted Lochner on 
his return to the U.S.(122) The “intelligence materials” in question turned out to be documents of the former 
Bihaanial Legation in Berlin.(i23) Lochner’s was that he had “thought it best to take these documents right with 
nie to America...” and inform Army Intelligence “at once.”(124) rather than hand them over to the Library of 


Congress ’Mission that he worked for. 


In 1947, a consortium of American-based Jewish groups that included the World Jewish Congress, formed the 
Jewish Restitution Successor Organization [JRSO]. In June 1948, the JRSO was designated by OMGUS, under 
U.S. Military Government Law No. 59, to selite heirless and unclaimed property in the U.S. Zone.(125) In 
February 1 949, just before Offenbach closed, the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction, Inc. [JCR], an arm of the JRSO, 
was appointed the sole custodian for the books still housed at the Depot. JCR promised to publish a worldwide 
notice to find Jewish owners of the books still not restituted. Whether JCR made a strong effort is a matter of 
debate, since it took them two months to actually begin operations, opening an office in Nurnberg in August 
1948,(126) but they were hampered by Law No. 59's deadline of December 31, ‘(1948 for persons to file 
claims.(127) A dhieeanionit extension, however, would be granted.(128) The JCR began distributing the leftover 
books in March 1949(129) to such institutions as Hebrew University, the Library of Congress, and YIVO. One 
particular aanitouers was their decision to ship 29,000 identifiable Baltic items to the new state of Israel rather 
than restituting any Jews in the Sovict-occupied Baltic states. In all, over 250,000 books were distributed by the 


JCR.(130) 


Following the Offenbach Depot closure in 1949 and, in accordance to the agreement with the Jewish 


Reconstruction Committee, 77,603 books were shipped to the JCR in Hamburg and 12,428 books were transferred 
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to the Wiesbaden Collection Point.(131) Supervision of Wiesbaden passed from the U.S. Army to the State 
Department under the U.S. High Cominissioner for Germany {HICOG] where book restitution continued through 
August 1952.(132) At that point, all remaining books at Wiesbaden were then shipped to the State Department in 
Washington.(133) In 1955, the nascent Federal Republic of Germany took over what remained of the restitution 


process.( 134) 


It is to be stressed that the Library of Congress received European books from sources other than Offenbach itself. 
Offenbach is important because much of its collection was about and/or owned by, Jews. But the Library also 
acquired books and periodicals from collection centers in Munich [although primarily an art collection center] and 


Stuttgart, as well as private book dealers.(135) 


Overall, the Library of Congress received one million books secured from German Army and Nazi Party sources i 
1946 alone!(136) By the time the Mission was terminated on September 11, 1947, an estimated 1,250,000 pieces 
of German military and Nazi Party materials were shipped to the Library of Congress.(137) Counting purchases, 
the Library aeeeirea 2,500,470 items during this period.(138) Many were duplicates and the Library started the 
Cooperative Acquisitions Project [CAP] which distributed copies, beginning in May 1946,(139) to leading libraries 
’ throughout the United States. 113 librariesinitially participated in the program, but half dropped out before its 
termination in August 1948. citing disappointment in the quality and quantity of the publications. The Library of 
Congress kept approximately 485,000 of these books.(140) Surplus books were transferred to the United States 


Book Exchange,(141) an incorporated arm of the Library. 


The Library of Congress needs to open their “vault” in the Hebraic Section and show the world what they have in 
their collections. Any and all books restitulable to private owners or their heirs must be returned. A strong case 
can be made for cultural restitution, e., the shipment of valuable artifacts to Israel, the Jewish homeland. 
Obviously, it isn’t doing the LC any good to hide this ancient and valuable collection from the rest of the world. In 


fact, it is shameful. 
The Library should also segregate the unidentifiable materials it received from Offenbach and the JCR into a 
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special collection as a memorial.io those who were victims of the greatest crime in the history of mankind. The 
decision to integrate these publications into ils general collection hides a significant chapter in the Library’s 
history, one where much good was accomplished in saving books from pulping, theft, and private sales and much 


bad done in taking priceless books and slashing them away. 


h Inventory during Period of LCM Shipmen 
June 1946 OAD report: 
Unidentifiables: 
Books in Hebrew Language - 43.0% - 114,800 
German language books, Jewish cultural and historical subjects - 16.0% - 42,000 
German language books, classical! literature and scientific subjects - 8.0% - 22,600 
French language - 6.4% - 17,500 
Various other languages - 1.0% - 7,500 
Brochures and Newspapers - 25.6% - 63,000 
Total = 267,400 items 
Identifiables: 
Private Owners, oulside France and Holland - 3,586 items 
* Jewish libraries (practically all in the Hebrew language) - 11,660 items 
Identifiable Jewish libraries of various Eastern countries (practically all in Hebrew - 207,096 items 
Total = 489,742 items 


July 1946 OAD report: 
Unidentifiables: 
Books in the Hebrew language - 51.1% - 137,809 items 
Jewish cultural and historical books in the German language - 15.0% - 49,000 items 
Books in various other languages (about half on Jewish cultural and historical subjects) - 15.8% - 40,875 items 
Total = 269,684 , 
Identifiables: 
Private owners, outside those of Netherlands and France - 11,416 items ; 
Jewish libraries within Germany (practically all in the Hebrew language) - 34,500 items 
Jewish libraries in Austria - 2.625 items 
Jewish libraries of various Eastern countries (practically all in Hebrew) - 64,355 ilems 
Baltic libraries ~ 21,000 items 
German libraries - 2,108 items 
Total = 406,913 items 


‘August 31, 1946 OAD report: 

Unidentifiables: 

Hebrew language - 142,240 items 

Jewish religious and historical in German language - 24,631 items 

Other German Language Unident ifiable books - 27,088 items {NOTE: LC has most, but not all of these} 
Jewish religious and historical in various Hanguages.- 24, 987 items 

General subjects - 75,111 items 

Total = 266,969 
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Identifiables: 

By Ex-Libris and Names - 11,416 items 

Jewish Libraries within Austria - 4,228 items 

Jewish libraries within Czechoslovakia - 4,163 items 

Jewish libraries within Germany - 60,868 items 

Jewish libraries within Poland - 4,350 

Jewish libraries within Baltic States - 86,541 items 

Loge B'nai B’rith of various countries - 2,812 items 
Total = 174,378 items 


September 30, 1946 OAD report: 
Unidentifiables: 
Hebrew language - 148,491 items 
Jewish religious and historical in various languages - 50,721 items 
General subjects - 71,809 items 
Total = 271,021 
Identifiables: 
By Ex-Libris and names - 27,450 items 
Jewish libraries within Austria - 6,426 items 
Jewish libraries within Czechoslovakia - 4,168 items 
Jewish libraries within Germany - 60,868 items 
Jewish libraries within Poland - 4.350 items 
Jewish tibraries within Estonia - 91 items 
Jewish libraries within Latvia - 4,439 items 
Jewish libraries within Border Cities - 23,856 items 
YIVO and associated libraries - 74.674 items 
Total = 209,746 


October 1946 OAD report: 
Unidentifiables: 
Hebrew language - 167,741 items 
Jewish religious and historical in German language - 25,443 items 
Jewish religious and historical in various languages - 24,898 items 
General subjects - 74,180 items 
Total = 292,666 
Identifiables: 
By Ex-libris, Names, and unknown librarv markings - 41,893 
YIVO and associated libraries - 76,042 items 
Jewish libraries within Austria - 6,426 items 
Jewish libraries within Czechoslovakia - 4,781 items 
Jewish libraries within Baltic states - 13,129 items 
Total = 207,993 


ountries that recei 
Austria = 51,305 
Belgium - 3,33 
Czechoslovakia - 14,587 
France - 377,204 
Germany [British Zone|- 10,796 
Germany [U.S. Zone] - 1,380,552 
Great Britain - 5,443 
Greece - 8,511 


itute ks from Offenbach Archival Depot( 142) 
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Holland - 334,24] 

Hungary - 423 

Italy - 252,068 

Norway - 1,074 

Poland - 34,362 

Switzerland - 637 

USSR - 273.645 

Yugoslavia - 3,664 
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publications were of a “Nazi and Militaristic nature” was open to interpretation. The Library began to work with 


. the Americati Military Government i in both Germany and Austria to did in the collection and storing of these books 


at one ee in the Zone. For instance, Adolf Hitler's collection of 3,000 items, was sorted and shipped to ee 
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Within'a week of the announcement of the nese restitution policy, the Library of ‘Congress dispatched Max _ Max 
Lodb to travel Curoeghout Germany and Austria “to inspect libraries of Nazi Orpatiasions: ss, On 
and poten of high rank inthe NSDAP. "(). Loeb, a European imanigrant to the United States and a bookstore 


cae by pein was especially agressive in his work for the eg: Me ‘targeted noi only Nazi propaganda, 
but private Hibraries filled with looted books, including material on 1 Judaism, and original Wagner musical scores | 
for siglo to the Library.(6) His-investigatory trip also took him to the valuable collection of Hans Reich, a 


book ter fren Bertin. It was & collection that Loch coveted so much that he sent an anonymous telegram to the 


US. Caster Inteltigence Corps, falsely accusing Reich of being an SS man i in hiding.(7) The OSS then ordered 
Loch’s hoes, Reuben Peis, the Chief of the Library of Congress Mission, to conkacate Reich's materials from his 


book sit. = Reich’s protests, Peiss discovered the scam, calling it “one of Locb's brainstorms... . This is 


« 


ce 


the lo nding “this whole deal was s badly done and that the fault is ours. "9) But sopdsendy; the mill was never 


.”(8) rue suggested to his buperiors that they get.a bill from ia and pay him for 


paid. Reich attempted to collect “Occupation damages” in 1950, but needed proof of his dealings with Loeb.(10) 


The Litho mes ioe Rh ht Lo ww ea a that hey wee able ah you wih 


eft § you request."(11) Reich then pressed the Office of the United States High Commissioner for . 
Germanty {HICOG}, who in turn queried the Library of Congress.as to whether Reich's books were now at the 
Library! Chief Asitan Librarian, Verner W. Clapp replied that Lieutenant Loeb was detailed tothe Library of 
Congr Mii a fom he Stic Services Unit ofthe US. ‘Ariay “during the period December 1, 1945 to 
May 1, iss The alleged negotintions with Mr. Reich - in September 1945 - - would appear 16 antedate his service 
with thd Libeary of Congress Mission."(12) This statement appears tbe a falsehood as itis clear fron the 
Libary wn les tat Loeb was woking oi when he undertook his investigation in September 1945! Itis 
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interesting to note that in its annual report for 1946, the Library of Congress, already. aware of Loeb’s problems, 
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dint tat es i cop 1945,(13) Yet, ees ead wince bus 
beginnhag in September, “IDC very Kindly enabled Lt Loeb to devote the major part of his time to the Library of 
Congr Minion "14 The documentation for September shows that Loeb reported directly to LCM Chief Piss 
and nohtsier woe the OSS designation in his correspondence during 1945, No matter. A further Library of 
Congr tevestigation in 1953 tated that nly 20 ofthe 70 items Rech listed was inthe Libray’ + genera 
cect et at ty on of ae a rst ye Lon 


rata ter uo re ay me Bun where Gis the Docks 62! Probably to Lat’ 2. 


ni New York. It turns out that Loeb had also authorized numerous shipments from Europe of books to 
bis ec ooo Avenue. Mortimer Taube, the Chief of the Library of Congress Mission wrote Loeb in New 
York, “Y understand that during your work for the Mission you sent several similar packages home and that some 2 
sso cats ics ualicd © sos daidscseal wi Soe Bemiee ea eRaA I have examined the 
sikh as podgsceid bc os is es eo ed spa ee ee 
‘ct ere ate Ueda ‘The unlicensed resale in the United States of material purchased in 
8 RC a aa ae BEIT 


to much an enterprise.”(16) ar 


_— inet 0 6 A iene ct hat many inte Mion wo waked with Knew he wats 
re one aeee ’ correspondence and his Deputy Chief, David Clift, who dryly remarked after seeing one 
nah et “not all the items are defensible,” & report that contained a Loeb request to be paid 


destngh while a mene of he LC Mion (19 


He failed to pay the bill. ‘The 


he Austrians wrote to the Library of 
cone bet Den m Lacy, Assistant Director of Acquisitions, said ye Library was not involved in the dispute.(20) 
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that hall een discovered by the Allied forces. Early in the Hitler regime, the Nazis had engaged in the buming or 
punt eve sks However, under Alfted Rosenberg, who set up the infamous Einsatzstab Reicheleiter 
Roeatng FER, the Nazis endeavored to collect and store Jewish materials for future anthropological study. The 
US. open iva dept ot Ofsbech nthe Ansan Zn on Mah? 1946(22), to be the only central 


-of Jewish cultural Property in the US. Zone{23), to sort and, eventually, distribute books, - 


sums, en oer bleons os may righ owners spose, The very next day, March 3, 1946, bhi | 


oh L ~~ 8. Pinson of the American Joint Distribution Committoe [AIDC] received 1,400 books of a 4 5) (7 > 4 
ae planned 2, 00 oof es fom the Offenbach Archival Depot fOAD}(24) for distribution to Jewish re fugees in : 


es ae a oases Vanderbilt’ snsistence that Captain .1. ‘ . 
Pot Por . ey: sercening measures at Ofeabach before diibution io AIDC. (2) AJDC's receipt of the . 
oe books bbe: the “either to retom the... items loaned to sald organization upon the authority authorizing the et oe : 
F intenb oN ato habe my posible claimants agzinst the Government of the United States from the funds available to the a 
Fp 13 ane amy By the time of his departure from Germany in August 1946, Pinson had withdrawn 19, 447 books — 7 j 
b+. ge trom Cftoach 30) Only fraction ofthese were ever returned, however It seems that through “irregular” | 4 


paperwbt st AIDC, Pinson was able to stock his own private libeary it the U.S. with 4,000-5,000 books, pe 


ts gto bs cotta, Lucy Schildiret (31) Sull, Rabbi Berastein pressed General Clay to release 5,000 book Je 
aa —— a . 


chites another 25,000 books, claiming despite contractual obligations, “it was inevitable that many of these 


books would tid be fost, carried away, and worn out."(32) Richard Howard, Chief of the Museurn, Fine Mee 


at a , : 
Archive Section of OMGUS. responded in an internal memo that the AIDC was “not only an unbusinesslike, but - 


tion which is incapable either of understanding or foiling its 
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. on the same day that 
: ‘Berman, and Friedman conferred on “Inspection of the OAD. "(41). The Torah Room was not 


byt tie mamascrp was opt.) _ Whey settionel out the mang, Chaplain Friedman at firs 


ae Gap esi pin im on ere ae 


‘ ty under Order No. 4, were delivered to the Library of Congres Mission.on March 21, 1946(46) for 


i 10a March 25.67) 


wool oot ove ook om Ofc: 


foc 2,118 books _ 
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f Hasmary 21, 1947, ten days following Bencowitz’ $ departure for the U.S. when a “discrepancy i in the he fait : 


of 4,712 books(45) ateaee from the Institut Der NSDAP Zur Erforschung. Der Judenioge | 


be agton. Other identifiable Jewish books were shipped to their country otorgin, the first detvery 


bie 


Tidy hebita: 


per coke “eee HK 


: April 10, 1946 - 1,771 books 
; May 22, 1946 - 2,020 books | 
teenie 1946 - 915 books 
"September 3, 1946 - 953 books fany scholar count the additonal 316 brochures shipped a the se 


| agit 1946-992 books = ae 
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- ae time as but dof’ count pamphlets as books} 

iit Leslie the final shipment of books [September 1946] othe Library of Congres . 
brought ther tnt wo 20,229.48) But how was this igure arrived at when OADs own monthly report and the | 4 
LCs ain total 16,196 books? For instance, following the May 31, 1946 shipment, it was stated that the: | 


Liat vs 1,0 Therefore, the last delivery ade it 20,329, But the 4,133 book difference snot 


; vcr tntess they are figuring inthe German newspapers and magazines, and brochures the Library also 


nt sgtnts period. To add tothe confusion, some OAD reports state thatthe Library of Congress Mission 
res 1 959i. To sow even more confusion, a March 26, 1967 LC chart estimates that the Library 


rec .00 pieces of “Nazi Titeraturs” from Offenbach. (69) Also, ‘the Jewish Cultural Reconstruction 


i sk ff pCR} later deposited Jewish related books to the Library of Congress following their distribution . 


Sas. Re. Bid. SG Sees Ble aad 


at tw OMGUS in 1949. As of now, the 16,196 figure is definitive conceming books shipped ciecly 


ye 


Onset teks wer shied om Oftnech he LC Mion In ran, thy wenn acme he iy . 
. ocean t /the 0:2 section of the U.S. Army to Fort Ritchie, Maryland. From there, they made their way to the - 

La) of Conran a Waingon, ta not known for certain wha types of books were shipped tothe Library of 
Cait atas Olmses after the Judentrage collection as the Library has consigned some to its ‘Hebraic Section 
OO Pa 
terest into ts genera election ae is fais pe 2 Wee : 
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pon Bree letter died Febray 14, 1946 from the LC's European Mission to Reuben Priss stati 


“aporokimaety 0 000 titles (collected since the November shipment) and including many special groupings 


¢ tremdaony, ritual manuals, Jewish literature - -on and by Jew, political pamphlets, et.) °(50) What happened to 


there Book? ra they get shipped to Offenbach which opened a month later? Since the re 1? shipments from 


6 thay f Congres ina ie an it is no Hkety. These books | to be accounted for. 
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=x, Seance most ofthe private owners had perished 
; — Also, OMGUS was 2 storing and sorting the books that awated a Wart lana 
orgs as Theodore Gaster, Chief ofthe LC"s Hebraic Setion, had proposed, in 1946, the transfer of aor h i" ri 


hte to come to the Library of Congress(52), since so many Jews were now living in the United States 
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. In 1949, a consortium of American-based ‘Jewish groups that included the World Jewish 


coup tt 68) before Offenbach closed, decciming the sole custodian for the books. ICR promised 
rs wrtid ic  fnevs oven te tak nt eet. Whether they made a strong 


cn eae ete but soon enough, they were distbuting the books to hi stitutions as Hebrew 


‘ on 72%) 

F junc the Library of Congress. One particular their decision to ship 29,000 identifiable 
F act ‘hak tert 2 the new state of Israel rather than restituting any Jews in the Soviet-occupied Baltic states. 
tS | 

: The Li ‘of Congress Mission did agrec to assist the Yiddish Scientific: Institute (¥IVO], forenatty based in 
aa fe ee ares Sarai >> RG LE 


oe ia for wht ? : As 5 fierce « ee ae 
cae of Hew, were best Kf he a E 


diate wide 1949 and, nacre le arene wh he vi Rgasmaon Copies, 


7408 pet oe en as 12, 428 books were transferred to the Wiesbaden Collection 


f $ of Wiest den passed from the U.S. ‘Army to the State Department utder the U.S. High 
7 for Germany fICOG] where book restitution ‘continued d through August ae At that point, 
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itis tbe erent that the Library of Congress received European books from sources other than Offenbach itself. 


is Be. a ees sA7 
hes: : oy t 47 SKf-2 Z| 
al emhining books at Wiesbaden were then shipped nthe Sate Department in Washing’ (57) In 1955, the 4 


sacra Pedere Republic of Germany tok over wt rea ofthe resin proces (8) 


. is fporca because much of its collection was about and/or owned by, Jews. But the ida also 
sequitbcks nn periodicals from collection centers in Munich and Stuttgart, as well as “ book 


bar fam Sow th uot viding’? 


Ove he Lire of Congres rece on milion bck ied tom Geman Ary and Nal arty sours in 


1946 ebro) “By the time the Mission was terminated on Septeurber 11,-1947, an estimated -1,250, 000 pleces of ae 


German maifitary and Nazi Party materials were sere to the Library of Congress (61) Counting purchases, the 


Poa 


La 2,500,470 items during this period.(62) Many were duplicates and the Library started the. 
ve Acquisitions Project ICAP} which distributed copies, beginning i in May 1946,(63) to leading libraries 
orn ti De States. 113 libraries initially participated i in the program, but half dropped out before its, - 


rin August 1948, citing disappointment in the quality and quantity ofthe publications The Library of 


* 


Congreln ket approximately 485,000 of these books. (64) Surplus books were transferred to the United States 
Bei Blcha65 an incorporated arm of the Lib. However, 98, 000 pre-1933 German labor union records 
nad to Wi teearned to Germany. (66) Also returned were German patent sididit (67) Controversies would continue 


TAT over the years ‘ceiclvike the seturn of Gerrtikn collections: 
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Boks ip Hebrew Language ~ - 43.0% - 114,800 

: books, Jewish cultural and historical subjects - 16.0% - 42,000 : 
. Gerad tenguage books, classical literature and scientific subjects - = 8.0% 22,600 _ 
Preach tangnage - 6.4% - 17,500 - 

Various other languages - 1.0% - 7,500 

Brochiies and Newspapers - 25.6% - 63,000 

{ Total = 267,400 items 


Privat Owners, ouide France aod Holand 3,586 tee 
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Jewish libraries (practically all in the Hebrew language) - 11 660 items > 


''_ Wdentitable Jewish libraries of various Eastern countries (practically all in Hebrew - 207,096 items 


¢ Total 489,742 Hens 


July 1946 oa report: 
Unidentifiabies: 


- Books in the Hebrew language - 51.1% - 137,809 items 


Jewisty cultural and historical books in the German language - 15.0% - 49,000 items 
Books én various other languages (about half on Jewish cultural and historical subjects) - 15.8% - 40,875 items 
: Total = 269,684 
Identifiadles: 
Privans cacoask: cSbside iioen of Notaetue ead ratte = 11,416 items 
Jewish’ Htvaries within Germany (practically all in the Hebrew language) - 34, 500 items . 
Jewishiibreries in Austria - 2,625 items 
Jevishiaieation of various Eartenn coumtrins(practicelly 6 ia Hieberw) 64,355 iterns 
Baltic tibtaries:- 21,000 items 
Germah Bbearies:- 2,108 items 
j Fotel + 406,919 ems 


Ries; 1946 OAD report: 


- Unideneifables: 


Hebrew thaguage - 142,240 items 
Jewish ‘religious and historical in German language - 24,631 items 
Other German Language Unidentifiable books - 27,088 items {NOTE: LC has most, but not all of these) 
Jewish feligions and historical in various languages - - 24,987 items ; 
Geneusf gubbjocts - + 75,111 items 
* Total = 266,969 


NN ee: 11,416 items. 


Jewish Libraries within Austria - 4,228 items 
Jewish libraries within Czechoslovakia -.4,163 items 
Jewish libraries within Germany - 60,868 items 
Jewish fitearies within Poland - 4,350 

Jewish Libraries within Baltic States - 86,541 items 
Loge Brani-B'rith of various countries - 2,812 items 


; Toul = 174,378 items 
et 0, 1946 OAD report: 

- Uni 
Hebrew enguage « 148,491 items 
Jewish and historical in various languages - ~ $0,721 items 

! + 71,809 items: 

‘ Potal = 271,021 
Ide 
By and names - 27,450 items ; ; 
Jewish Wiwarics within Austria - 6,426 items . ‘ 
Jewish Mbzaries within Czechoslovakia - 4,168 items 
Jewish within Germany - 60,868 items 
Jewish I within Poland - 4,350 items © 
Jewtah: within Estonia - 91 items 
Jewish: within Latvia - 4,439 items 


Jewish libraries within Border Cities - 23,856 items 
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_ ¥IVO and astocited libraries - - 74,674 items . 


+ Total 209,746 


+ 167,74) items 
‘and historical in German language - - 25,449 items 
and historical in various languages - 24,898 items 
ct a - 74,180 items 


ic s eldben Aastcia = - 4,259 hems . RS 
iraries within Czechoslovakia - 4,121 items 
ferarics within Baltic states - 14,477 items 
Jewish litiraries within Germany - 50,094 items 
Jewish titarice within Poland - 4,854 tems 
PL ste 


ss and istotical sys Gimas ncaa? 27,677 ters 
pind Metis Miaihs Ber eet: + 25, 893 items 
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CALL NUMBER: 


REQUEST IN: 
AUTHOR : 
TITLE: 
PUBLISHED: 
DESCRIPTION: 


SUBJECT: 


OTHER NAME: 
OTHER TITLE: 
OTHER TITLE: 
LCCN NUMBER: 


BOOKS CATALOG (ALL DATES) 
Personal Author Search For: 


CALL NUMBER: 


REQUEST IN: 
AUTHOR: 
TITLE: 
PUBLISHED : 
DESCRIPTION: 


SUBJECT: 
OTHER NAME: 


OTHER TITLE: 
OTHER TITLE: 


i 
in? ~ ‘ 


Abhandlung ah den ehegesetzen Mosis, welche die : 


‘TITLE: 
; heyrathen in die nahe freundschaft untersagen. 
BDITION: 2. ind verm: autl-. 
PUBLISHED: Gottingen,. A.! Vandenhoecks seel. witwe, 1768. 
DESCRIPTION: xvi, 366, [17] p. 23 x 19 cm. 
SUBJECT: Marriage Gewiah Tawi 
| 
SUBJECT: Consanguinity} 
| 
LCCN NUMBER: 42-32305 
BOOKS CATALOG (ALL DATES) 
Personal Author Search For: Michaelis, Johann David, 1717-1791 


Item 17 of 25 


ONY Si, 


: | 
BM521 .M5 1777 
Pre-1801 Coll> 
Rare Book/Special Collections Reading Room 


<Rare Bk Coll 


Michaelis, Johann David, 1717-1791. Js: at 
Johann David Michaelis Mosaisches recht. (S11 
Biehl, 1777. | oo) 

6 v. in 3. 17 \cm. Suans 


Jewish law. 
Pre-1801 Imprint coke eer on (Library of Congress) DLC 
Mosaisches recht 
Mosaisches recht. 
26-12107 


Michael ta: Johann David, 1717-1791 


Item 17 of 25 
BMS21 .MS 1777 
Pre-1801 Coll>' 
Rare Book/Special Collections Reading Room 


<Rare Bk Coll 


Michaelis, Johann David, 1717-1791. 
Johann David Michaelis Mosaisches recht. 
Biehl, 1777. 

6 v. in 3. 17 cm. 


Jewish law. 


Pre-1801 Imprint Collection (Library of Congress) DLC 
Mosaisches recht 
Mosaisches recht. 


88/99 18:31] FAX 202 372, 387% HOLOCAUST ASSETS COMMESS (roo 


Gene Sofer - 
Seer TEnoe ees nes ee 


Tee te Rm en tte aetna Ret nas in Hamm ARMS SET eae manent oe tee ct Shama preter oR ptm tl HAM Re end tg ene OM i remeemet 


From: : Gen se Soler fe 

Sent Faday, August 06, ee 4:68 Pi 

To: ‘gmurphy @AOL.COM PHOTOCOPY 
Ce: die Kiotheri : PRESERVATION 
Subject: Library ot Congre $5 


| 

We mei this morning with Jim Billington, Michael Grunberger, ihe Library’s General Counsel and other senior staff. As a 
result of that meeting, we promised to send them Waite's short report ‘Waite |) which first raised the issue of the books 
and your report. Ken-and ! want to edit your report to shamen its focus and minimize the chances that we will get bogged 
down with the library on issues which are relaterd only tangentially to their receipt of the bocks. For this we need you to 
provide us with a disk so that we can do the editing. it will save a lot of tirme and effort, Ken and | are both off the week 
after next and we'd like to provide the report to the Library before we leave. 


Grunberger said that he had a copy of the jong report but had never seen the shar one. | believe that ! gave you my 
copies of Waite land I. If you get them back to me, | will send Waite | on to him. 


Alsog, DO YOU STILL HAVE HIS E-MAILS THAT 
USEFUL. ; 


You REFER TO IN FOOTNOTES 43-457 THEY COULD BE VERY 


| will describe the meeting at greater length wher we speak. Suffice it to say that the first step i is to demonstrate to the 
Library that these books, in fact, were shipped to:the Library and are, to the best of anyone's knowledge, still in its 
possession. Presumably, when they are convinces by your research and Waite's that the books are there, we will begin 
the dialogue about how to recognize them. | 


Give me a call over the weekend at) pgypyig) | Thanks. 
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Subj. RE: research 
Date: 99-12-15 13:02:24 EST 

From: gsofer@PCHA.GOV (Gene Sofer) 
To: Gscmurphy @aol.com (Gscmurphy@aol.com’) | 


Greg—see my other e-mail. | dont understand. It is as easy for you 
to get this as it is him. Also, your request has nbothingt to do with 
the non-gold financial assets team, to which Edelheit is nominally 
Sestaned He is not your research assistant. 

iP 

——Original Message— , 
From: Gscmurphy @aol.com [mailto:Gscmurphy @aol. com] _ 
Sent: Wednesday, December 15, 1999 7:38 AM 

To: ajecase@banet.net 

Cc: gsofer@pcha.gov . 
Subject: research i 


Abraham: os | 


If it's possible to be done before you arrive in DC, could you locate 

and 

copy the folling article: Donald E. Collins and Herbert Rothfeder, "Der 
Einsatzstab Reichsleiter Rosenberg and the Looting of Jewish and Masonic 


Libraries during World War Ii" in Journal of Library History, 18 tf 993); 


pp. | 
21-36 | | 


if 


Thanks, 


Greg Murphy 
Financial Assets Team 
</XMP> 


——— Headers 
Return-Path: <gsofer@PCHA.GOV> 
Received: from ry-yb04.mx.aol.com (rly-yb04.mail. aol. com [172.18.146.4]) by air-yb05.mail.aol.com (vx) with ESMTP; Wed, 
15 Dec 1999 13:02:24 -0500 
Received: from stmpy.cais.net (stmpy.cais.net [199.0.216.101]) by rly-yb04.mx.aol.com (66. 4) with ESMTP; Wed, 15 Dec 
1999 13:02:11 -0500 
Received: from pcha-seérver. pcha.gov ([209.8.7.186]) by stay: cais.net (8.8.8/8.8.8) with ESMTP id NAAJ 4762 for 
<Gscmurphy @aol.com>; Wed, 15 Dec 1999 13:02:18 -0500 (EST) 
Received: by PCHA-SERVER with Intemet Mail Senice (5.0.1459.74) 
id <W1CWFYP4>; Wed, 15 Dec 1999 13:07:20 -0500 
MessageJ1D: <31EA87D6DE0AD311AE1 Ee eee i ee ates 
From: Gene Sofer <gsofer@PCHA.GOV> 
To: "Gscmurphy @aol.com” GRC SS) com> 
Subject: RE: research ; 
Date: Wed, 15 Dec 1999 13:07:19 -0500 
MIME-Version: 1.0 
XMailer: Internet Mail Sernice (5.0.1459,74) 
Content-Type: text/plain 


Gene: 
Actually, | understood that he did the secondary research for the PCHA, not just the Financial Assets team, at the NY Public 
Library, et al. After all his research re Koppel Pinson has nothing to do with Financial Assets. Also, | understood he was 
short of work. ; ; 
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PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 


PAGE holocaust; f=gb 
NUMBER OF HITS=137 {FIND} {MUMS} 
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SEQUENTIAL RECORDS 1 T0 4 


i 
4 
' 
\ 
‘ 
$ 
, 
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1 Holocaust, Jewish (1939- 1945) --Bibliography. 
Robinson, Jacob, 1889- 


Guide to Jewish history under Nazi impact, 1960 {GENBIB} 

LC CALL NUMBER: Z6207. W8R56 © bi87-2988 
2 Nazism, resistance & holocaust in world War II : a bibliography / by Vera 
Laska. 
Laska, Vera, 1923- 

Nazism, resistance & holocaust in World War II : 1985 

{ GENBIB} 
LC CALL NUMBER: 26374. H6L37 1985 bi87-19055 


3 The Holocaust : an annotated bibliography and resource guide / edited by 
David M. Szonyi. : 
The Holocaust : 1985 {GENBIB} 
LC CALL NUMBER: Z6374.H6H65 1985 <MRR Alc> bi87-19123 
4 The Holocaust : an annotated bibliography. / Harry James carers: 
Cargas, Harry J. 
The Holocaust : 1985 {GENBIB} 
LC CALL NUMBER: Z6374.H6C37 1985 <MRR Alc : LH&G> 
. ; bi87-20311 
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RECORD NUMBER (or Action): 1 


kok ok ok kok ok we ek & e *& * RYLL Record Display kk we ek ke we eR ke Ok kk ke ok F 
DATABASE: Diss | | LIMITED. TO: 
SEARCH: au:poste,. leslie ert 


Record 1 of 1 | (Page 1 of 1) 


| 
|ACCESSION NO.: AAGOG14206) 


| TITLE: THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNITED STATES PROTECTION OF LIBRARIES AND 
| ARCHIVES IN EUROPE DURING WORLD WAR II 
| AUTHOR: POSTE, LESLIE IRLYN 

| DEGREE: PH.D. 

| YEAR: 1958 ; 

| INSTITUTION: THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO; 0330 

| SOURCE: ADD, VOL. X1958, Page 0103, 00001 Pages 
| DESCRIPTORS: LIBRARY SCIENCE 

| 


HINTS: Another page . type F or B. Another record . type record number. 
Return £0 RecOrd- List) 00% 6 ob ee we eS ee eo! GUE: PHeSS Enter. 
ACTIONS: Help Search Print Email 


RECORD NUMBER (or Action): 
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UMI: Ordering dissertations and theses | http://www.umi.com/hp/Support/DServices/order/ 


Ordering Dissertations and Theses 


When you find titles you want in the Dissertation Abstracts database, first check to see if they're 
available in full text from UMI. Over a million of them are; their citations include a UMI publication 
number. Titles UMI can't supply are clearly noted. 


Dissertations and theses are generally available in your choice of formats: unbound paper, softbound 
paper, hardbound paper, microfilm, and microfiche. We custom-make copies from the microfilm masters 
in our vaults when we receive orders, so dissertations and theses can be returned only if there are 
production defects. 


Price list 


| Softcover 
| Microfilm/fiche | Paper Hardcover Paper | 
| Academic L $32.50 each ~ $36.00 each 00 each | ~ $43.50 each) 


$69.50 each 


| International | $46.00 each | © $57.50 cach $69.50 ee ea a a 


ait prices in U.S. ‘dollars. Costs include shipping & handling. 


[Non-Academic a "$46. 00 each | |: $57, 50 reach] 


Choose the order option that suits you best: 


* Use Dissertation Express to place orders over the Web (prices and formats listed above). For top 
savings and quickest results, order unbound copies and charge to your credit card (or order 
through a participating library and save even more). Unbound copies arrive within four days; other 
formats may take longer. 


* Place your orders directly with UMI's Dissertation Hotline: 
© North American customers: phone, 800-521-3042 or 800-521-0600, ext. 3781; fax 
800-308-1586. Shipment should arrive within 14 working days. 
© Customers elsewhere: phone, 734-761-4700, ext. 3766; fax, 734-973-7007; mail, UMI, 300 
N. Zeeb Rd. Ann Arbor, MI, USA 48106-1346. Shipment should arrive within 21 working 
days after UMI's receipt of.order. 


If you're using Dissertation Abstracts Ondisc, you can generate an order form within the system 
for faxing or mailing. 


* if you're using Dissertation Abstracts Online through Ovid Online, DIALOG, DataStar, or 
EPIC/FirstSearch, you can order dissertations online. 


* if you've enrolled in Dissertations ASAP, we'll automatically send you the titles that fit your 
profile, as soon as they're published, at a 20% discount. 


1of2 06/24/99 14:19:33 


4 a 


UMI ProQuest Digital Dissertations - Print Marked List http://wwwlib.umi.com/dissénations/handle-marked exp 


a 

| 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF UNITED STATES PROTECTION OF LIBRARIES AND oS 
ARCHIVES IN EUROPE DURING; WORLD WAR II A 
by POSTE, LESLIE IRLYN 
PHD, THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO , 1958, pp. , ~! 
AAT T-04112 


| 
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Subject Search For: Restless Legs (1 Full Record) 


le 


lofi 


| BROWSE SEARCH 


Item 1 of 1 


TITLE: 


PUBLISHED: 
DESCRIPTION: 
SUBJECT: 
SUBJECT: 
SUBJECT: 
SUBJECT: 
OTHER NAME: 


' Originally presented as the author's thesis (doctoral)--Universitat Hamburg, 1988. 
NOTE: 


NOTE: 
ISBN NUMBER: 
LCCN NUMBER: 


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGS 


Books Cataloged sincél 


- Subject Search For: Restitutions and indemnification claims (1933- ) / 


“ITEM 1 1 tof L 
CALL NUMBER: 
AUTHOR: 


DD258.85.175 T44 1989 
Theis, Rolf. 


Wiedergutmachung zwischen Moral und Interesse : eine kritische 
Bestandsaufnahme der deutsch-israelischen Regierungsverhandlungen / Rolf 
Theis. 


Frankfurt/Main : Verlag fur Akademische Schriften, c1989. 

iv, 375 p.; 21 cm. 

Holocaust, Jewish (1939-1945)--Reparations. 

Restitutions and indemnification claims (1933- }-- Germany (West) 


Germany (West)--Foreign relations--Israel. 


Israel--Foreign relations--Germany (West) 
Germany (West). Treaties, etc. Israel, 1952 Sept. 10. English & German. 1989. 


Includes the text of the Abkommen zwischen der Bundesrepublik Deutschland 
und den Staate Israel in English and German. Includes index. 


Includes bibliographical references (p. 364-375). 
3888640180 
90-122988 


Go To: LC Home Pa age | LC eee Page | | LC Cataloes Bi Browse Search — BOOKS S Catalose ed Since 1898 Page 


Library of Congress 


Cones: eee gov (2/10/97) 


08/20/99 12:21 PM 


http://Icweb.loc.gov/cgi-bin/browse.p] 


Amazon‘com: A Glance: Swiss Banks & the Statu... Page 1 of 1 


“ote 


POOLED EDEL IER ae nog, 


aMmazon.c m “ev | your accounr | HELP 


patarmation Swiss Banks & the Status of Assets of Holocaust Survivors 
or Heirs : Hearing Before the Committee on Banking, 


B 


at a glance 
customer: _ Housing & Urban Affairs, U. S. Senate 
comments by Alfonse M. D'Amato (Editor) 


Our Price: $25.00 


about this book... 


Keyword Search Paperback (June 1998) Shopping with us is 
Books || DIANE Publishing Co; ISBN: 0788149547 "100% safe 
Availability: This title is currently on back Gaarantaed 


order. We do not have a reprint date for 
this title, but we expect to be able to ship it to you within 3-5 weeks. 


Annan, 


Full search: Books, Music, 


Video. Tovs or Electronics Be the first person to review this book! 


Write an online review and share your thoughts with other readers! 
Look for similar books by subject: Politics/International Relations 


* Thave read this book, and I want to review it. 
* Jam the Author, and I want to comment on my book. 
* Jam the Publisher, and I want to comment on this book. 
Text Only , Top of Page 
Amazon.com Home | Books | Music | Video | Tovs & Games | Electronics | e-Cards | Auctions | 1-Click Settings | 
Shopping Cart | Your Account | Help 


Book Search | Browse Subjects | Bestsellers | Featured in the Media | Award Winners 
Computers & Internet | Kids | Business & Investing 


Amazon.co.uk | Amazon.de - 


Copyright and disclaimer © 1996-1999, Amazon.com, Inc. 


http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0788 14954 7/qid=935 14859 1/sr=1-1/002-5096334-4878H09 


» Amazon.com: A Glance: Swiss banks and the sta... Page | of 2 


amazon. com _ wy | vour account | weLr 


Swiss banks and the status of assets of Holocaust survivors 


Boon tarannebas 


at a glance or heirs : hearing before the Committee on Banking, 
customer Housing, and Urban Affairs, United States Senate, One 
comments Hundred Fourth Congress, second session, on the 


‘e-mail a friend circumstances surrounding the deposit of assets into Swiss 
Aone aaa banks by European Jews and others, the methodology 
Boos || utilized by the financial institutions in recording and 
maintaining these accounts, and the response by Swiss 
banks to claims and i inquiries made by Holocaust survivors 


Full search: Books, Music, Or heir 
Video, Toys, or Electronics 


Bess 


Try an out-of-print order 


1-Click ordering unavailable 
for purchasing out-of-print 
items. 


} 3) 

ASIN: 0160535522 

Availability: This title is out of print. Although it is no longer available 
from the publisher, we'll query our network of used bookstores for you 
and send an update within one to two weeks. 

Amazon.com Sales Rank: 1,035,499 


Ordering Out-of-Print Books From Amazon.com Is... 


* Easy! Just place an order by adding the book to your Shopping 
Cart and proceed through the order form. 

* Quick! We'll search for a used copy and send an order update 
within one to two weeks. 

¢ Risk-Free! When we locate a copy of your book, we'll send a price 
quote. We'll attempt to acquire the book only after you confirm 
your wish to purchase. 


Note: We don't search for a specific binding or edition, but rather for a 
copy of this title by this author. Each out-of-print book in an order is 
billed and shipped separately. 


More information about ordering Out-of-Print Books. 


Be the first person to review this book! 
Write an online review and share your thoughts with other feadei 


Look for similar books by subject: 


http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0160535522/qid=93 5 1488 16/sr=1-3/002-5096334-4 878099 


_.Amazon.com - Query Results ; Page 1 of 2 


amazon.com . - “wt | your accounr | seLP 


Keyword Search Your Book Search Results 


[Books || for: the keywords include "Holocaust Claims" 


Related Areas: Search Amazon.com Auctions for "Holocaust Claims" 


Search Books 5 items are shown below. 
Author, Title, Subject 
ISBN 
Publisher, Date The Claims of Memory : Representations of the Holocaust in . 
Bower Search Contemporary Germany and France ~ Usually ships in 2-3 days 

ee Caroline Alice Wiedmer, Caroline Weidmer / Hardcover / Published 
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